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Avilés is a thousand- year-old town with a 

historical central area considered a Historical 

monumental area by the Spanish government. 

Our visit starts in the España Square or Parche. 

Here we can observe the Town Hall, the Palace 

of the Ferrera Marquees and the Llano Ponte 

Palace (nowadays the town’s cinema) all these 

buildings are from the 17th C. and were built 

outside the town walls. Let’s picture what was Avilés like In the 

Middle Ages: It was very small, it had three streets forming an ‘H’ 

shape, and ending in the seashore  

Ayuntamiento de Avilés 

These streets were: Fruta Street, Ferreria St and Sol St.   

Let’s start walking along Ferrería Street.:  You can observe the 

colonnade all along the street so you don’t get wet if it rains. At 

those times there wasn’t electricity so artisans had to work 

outdoors. This colonnade protected them from rain and heat in 

summer. they could work  

The streets are... 
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At those times there wasn’t electricity so artisans had to work 

outdoors. This colonnade protected them from rain and heat in 

summer. they could work  

 

In the middle of the street you can see the Historical Archive of the 

town, but it was originally owned by a rich trader. It’s called 

Valdecarzana Palace. On the ground floor he had his warehouse 

and lived with his family on the upper floor. You can observe some 

hooks on the façade, to hang the awny or canopy. 

The sea was at the end of the street, but nowadays you can see a 

park, built under the sea level in the 19th C and a favourite place 

for Aviles inhabitants until 1970s. In this park you can see the 

statue of Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, “The Florida Advanced”  

 

La Ferrería medieval street 
 

Shore’s Park  

Palacio de Valdecarzana 
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The Franciscan church  

The Franciscan church is the oldest building in the town. It is 

called San Nicolas de Bari and it was built in 12th – Down hill was 

the port so its façade is spoilt by salt residue. Next to the church 

you can observe the chapel called Los Alas owned by a very rich 

family of merchants. 

The small square in front of the church was the market where sailor 

products were exchanged. 



Outside the the walls was the Sabugo suburbs. Fishermen lived 

here. The Square was named after a big oak tree (Carbayo) and it 

was the meeting point of the people living in this neighbourhood.  

The Camposagrado Palace has two facades: one facing the North 

(facing the sea) where you can observe big balconies used to keep 

an eye on pirates or enemies, and a South façade, adorned with 

flowers. 

Old churh of  Sabugo 

We go up the Miller slope up to 
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Market square 

The Market square is also built on the sea it was drained and the 

river Tuluergo channelled. The market was build in mid 19th C. it 

has four entries and every Monday since 500 years ago there is a 

market day here. It was the Catholic King and Queen that gave 

permission to celebrate it. The columns are made of iron and have 

nice decorations. 

Iglesia vieja de Sabugo 

Fachada sur de Camposa-

grado. 



The Pottery school is opposite the Camposagrado Palace. Avilés is very famous for its 

pottery specially the black pottery of Miranda 

Built in the 13th C outside the town walls. The monks  were Franciscan and liked to 

Guild their monasteries far from the city centre. There is a baptismal font made out of 

a roman capitel so it is said that the church was built over another Romanic church 

before  

The Pottery school  

San Nicolás de Bari’s church 
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San Francisco’s  Fountain  

At the end of 16th C there are channelling Works and this fountain 

was the first. People came to the fountain to take water as there 

wasn’t current water at home. there are several fountains in Avilés. 

Palacio de Ferrera 

Claustro de San Nicolás. 

Ferrera palace: 
It’s a baroque building, opposite the Town Hall and it is nowadays a 

5 star hotel, there is a big gate with a cobbled paving to let carriages 

in. There is a beautiful French garden at the back. 



Opened in 1989, it is 5,000 square metres and there you can find 

the library, reading rooms, children library, exposition rooms, 

auditorium and meeting rooms. It has a functional and modern 

architecture. It leads to the park. 

Built in 17th century when the town grew outside the walls. It was 

constructed in the same way as Ferreria st. the difference is that 

artisans had the shop in the ground floor and they had a  garden 

behind the house with a cow shed. 

Another difference is that the street is divided into two, the cobbled 

paving for animals and the tile floor for people.  

The Culture House: 

Galiana ST 
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Balsera’s palace 

Built in 1909, is the music school, it is a very bourgeois taste 

building. It was ordered by Victoriano Fernández Balsera, who 

became Rich thanks to the neutral position of Spain in WWI, he 

exported and imported food, clothes… the warehouses he used are 

still by the Avilés Estuary.  

Casa de Cultura 

Galiana 

Palacio de Balsera 



Like the Indiano house with palm trees and nowadays holds the 

social and environmental services office of the Town hall.  

Up the hill you reach the park again, the old Ferrera’s gardens. It is 

an English park with 5 doors, the main one to Rivero St, another 

street with 500 years of history called like that because it ran along 

the estuary.( The river) It ends in Llano Ponte’s palace, the cinema 

called Marta and Maria, because a famous writer called Armando 

Palacio Valdes lived here and he wrote a tale about two girls called 

Marta and Maria 

And finally, back to the main square and in a short walk we can 

reach the theatre, built when Avilés had only 12.000 inhabitants. 

And Now we have a new place , a famous place in the world, The 

Oscar Niemeyer International Cultural Centre or Centro Niemeyer 

(Spanish: Centro Cultural Internacional Oscar Niemeyer), 

(popularly known as el Niemeyer), is the result of the combination 

of a cultural complex designed by the Brazilian architect Oscar 

Niemeyer and an international cultural project. The center is 

located on the estuary of Avilés, Asturias (Spain). It was 

inaugurated on the 26 of May 2011. 

The architect described the Niemeyer Centre as "An open square to 

the humankind, a place for education, culture and peace".[1] 

It is possible to see the buildings from different places, even from 

the air. Its size and white, red and yellow colours highlight its 

location in the landscape of the town. 

 

But Aviles is much more 
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Casa de Arias de la 

Noceda 

Palacio de LLano Ponte 

Jardines de estilo francés 

Rivero 

Teatro Palacio Valdés 



Notas: 
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